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Learning and Shari
Cultural Knowledge

“Many years ago every
part of the deer was used
to sustain our people.
The hooves into rattles,
the bones into utensils, the
meat for nouishment, and
the hide for making the
hand-drum. The spirit of
the deer goes into every-
thing and we need to hon-
our and respect the deer
for what it is offering us
today. As we craft the
hand-drum a part of us
also makes it way into our
creation. Let's begin with
a song about our friend
the deer... (Charlene Wil-
liams, Squamish Nation
Cultural Worker).”

On April 25, 2008 the
“Shared Learnings” and
Cultural Resource com-
mittees hosted a drum

making and teaching work-
shop for SD48 staff mem-
bers. The purpose of the
workshop is to develop a
broader understanding of
Squamish Nation’s Cul-
ture. Twenty-two people
came out to make a hand-
drum, learn from the Cul-
ture Resource committee
and use learning materials
generated by the “Shared
Learnings” group.

The “Shared Learnings”
committee comprises of
one teacher representative
from each school in the
Squamish area. Elders,
cultural workers, storytell-
ers, native artists, commu-
nity leaders, and others
from the Squamish Nation
make up the Cultural Re-
source Committee. The

two groups work together
to create meaningful and
locally developed curricu-
lum to be used in our
schools. Their creation
and work is a strategic
effort to improve the rela-
tionship between schools
and Aboriginal communi-
ties as recommended by
SD48'’s Enhancement
Agreement.
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With drumming, singing,
dancing and yummy ban-
nock, the Pemberton Sec-
ondary students and staff
celebration Lil'wat Decla-
ration Day on Wednes-
day, May 7th.

On May 10, 1911 the
Lil'wat Nation signed
their declaration stating

“that we are the rightful
owners of our tribal terri-
tory.” The students and
staff members also got an
opportunity to hear the
reading of the declaration
from Veronica Bikadi,
Lil'wat elders and Abo-
riginal support worker at
PSS.

Thank you to following
for making this event
happen:

Veronica Bikadi, Mi-
chelle Beauregard, and
PSS Aboriginal Lead-
ership students.

Lil'wat Declaration Day Celebration at PSS



Soon there will be three Aboriginal cul-
tural projects decorating the walls of
Pemberton Secondary School.. With the
the assistance of local artists, PSS stu-  In the wood carving class at PSS stu-
dents are creating legacy signature pieces dents are creating a large plaque with
of artwork in their classrooms. hand-carved Aboriginal designs with
the assistance of Bruce Edmonds. The
The grade 8 Social Studies students have finished product will soon be on display

already completed one project, the cul- i, the commons area of the school.
tural quilt with the assistance of Maryann

Narcisse. The students picked a cultural
symbol that is significant to them and
embroider the design onto a piece of
cloth.

Maryann put all the students’ work to-
gether to create a quilt.

The creative talents of Johnny Abraham

and PSS Fine Arts students are hard at
work in creating a painted mural design
for their school. The project is based

on the traditional teachings of the medi-
cine wheel. The mural is divided into
four section with symbols and designs
representing the significance of each as-
pect.

An unveiling ceremony is planned for
Thursday, June 12th at PSS. Students,
staff members, parents and community
members will be invited to see their won-
derful cultural creations for Pemberton
Secondary School.

The “Shared Learnings” Committee
(south) has created Aboriginal book
bins for classroom use. There is one
book bin for each “Shared Learnings”
teacher to use in their school and to cir- We have 3 primary guided reading
culate with other Shared Learnings bins: animals, family and social respon-
teachers (and school) every 2 months  sibility

when we gather to meet.

Aboriginal books. She assisted us in
putting bins of books together by
theme.

3 Intermediate literature circles/
Peggy Woodruff, joined us from Core  research bins: residential School, abo-
Learning Resources, to share her riginal identity, and aboriginal biogra-
knowledge and expertise in the area of phies

The 2 secondary books bins are packed
with a variety recommended texts.

If you are interested in using some of
these books in your classroom, please
contact your “Shared Learnings”
teacher contact.

Lil'wat7ul Cultural Centre. She is work-
ing on formalizing partnership in educa-
tion with the Lil'wat Nation to provide
local language classes in our schools.

Over the past year Michelle Beauregard
has been working on devloping a pro-
gram with the Lil'wat Nation to provide
Ucwalmicwts language to Signal Hill
Elementary and Pemberton Seocndary
School from grades K-12. She states
“that many students are requesting to
learn their language.”

She has made presentations to the Mount
Currie Chief and Council, the Ucwal-
micwts Language Authority and the
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ENHANCEMENT AGREEMENT
STEERING COMMITTEE:

Gwen Harry, Elder, Squamish Nation

Shirley Toman, Elder, Squamish Nation

Joy McCullough, Associate Direct of Education, Sgish Nation

Dale Harry, Councilor, Squamish Nation Educatiomti®to

Jackie Williams, Parent Advisory Committee Rep, 8gish
Nation

Linda Williams, Parent Advisory Committee Rep, Sgish Nation

Paul Wick, Squamish Nation Administrator, Squamigiiey

Stuart Bent, Vice-Principal, Howe Sound Secondary

Graeme Galloway,Teacher, Brackendale Elementary

Angela Uren, Principal, Stawamus Elementary

Seb Amenta, Principal, Valleycliffe Elementary

Paul Lorette, Principal, Brackendale Elementary

Georgina Nelson, Elder Rep, Board of EducationCutrie Band

Priscilla Ritchie, Community Rep, Mt Currie Band

Verna Stager, Board of Ed Admin, Xit'olacw Commuyr&chool,
Mt. Currie Band

Veronica Bikadi, Support Worker Rep, Mt Currie Band

Rebecca Barley, Councilor, N'Quatqua Band

Ramona Linger, Education Coordinator, Xa'xtsa

Lawrence Tarasoff, Principal, Pemberton Secondary

Pat MacKenzie, Principal, Signal Hill Elementary

Cindy Street, Teacher, Pemberton Secondary

Alex Marshall, Enhancement Agreement Co-facilitator

Rick Erickson, Superintendent of Schools, SD#48

Mike Milner, School Board of Trustees, SD#48

Gina Corpuz Marshall, Enhancement Agreement Cditfatoir,

Juanita Coltman, District Administrator fobdriginal Education

mo#l
Jeff Maynard, Squamish Elementary
Becky L'Hirondelle, Valleycliffe Elementary
Beth Walker, Stawamus Elementary
Kathleen Riley, Don Ross Secondary

me#l

Aboriginal Education Advisory

Committee

Paul Wick, Squamish Nation/Valley Administrator

Joy McCullough, Squamish Nation Associate Direcbdr
Education

Verna Stager, Board of Ed Admin, Xit'olacw Commuynit
School, Mt. Currie Band

Rose McKenzie, Director of Instruction

Marilyn Caldwell, District V-P Student Support
Services

Magy Odorfer, Distict Principal

Nancy Campbell, Principal of Howe Sound Secondary

Lawrence Tarasoff, Principal of Pemberton Secondary

Verna Stager, Administrator of Xit'olacw Community
School

Paul Lorette, Principal, Brackendale Elementary

Pat MacKenzie, Principal, Signal Hill Elementary

Margaret Paxton, Future Prinicpal of Squamish Eleany
School

Christine Perkins, Future Principal of Don Rossd®elary

Nolan Cox, Future Principal of Pemberton Secondary

Alex Marshall, Enhancement Agreement Co-facilitator

Gina Corpuz Marshall, Enhancement Agreement Co-
facilitator,

Juanita Coltman, District Administrator for Abornigil

Deann Palmer, Signal Hill Elementary
Jenny Reynolds, Signal Hill Elementary
Mandy Kinzel, Pemberton Secondary

Louise Wick, Brackendale Elementary
Christine Fitzpatrick, Howe Sound Secondary
Anne Thomson, Mamquam Elementary

$ 5 1% "™ #I
Art Harry Charlene Wins
Diana Billy Linda Williasn
Joy McCullough Dale Harry

Sue Reed, Blackwater Creek
Lucie Matteau, Spring Creek Elementary
Brianne Cordingley, Whistler Secondary
Miriam Bride, Distributed Learning
Jeanette Green, Xit'olacw Com. School
Aimee Boyer, Xit'olacw Com. School
Willow Mumford, Xit'olacw Com. School
$ 8 1% "™ #I
Priscilla Richie
Georgina Nelson

Rebecca Barley
Sylvia Shanoss

That the
words First Nations
does not include Metis
and Inuit, this is why we
now say Aboriginal to
include everyone.




